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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 60, 68, 69 and 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Anderson et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 3,310, 084) or Morici (U. S. Pat. No. 
3,093,175). 

Re claim 60 for example, note that Anderson and Morici each disclose an apparatus for 
washing a plurality heads of a cored vegetable, comprising: 

a conveyor (73 in Morici and 32 in Morici) comprising a cored head holder (75 in 
Morici and 34 in Anderson); 
and 

a wash spray system (see col. 2, lines 34-41 in Morici and "WS" washing station in 
Anderson) attached along said conveyor, said wash spray system located outside the 
cored heads and comprising at least one wash spray nozzle positioned to deliver wash 
spray comprising field (ambient) temperature water to said cores on the holder from a 
location substantially outside the cores. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 61-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either Morici or Anderson et al. 

Claims 61-63 define over either Morici or Anderson only in the recitation of the holders 
being shaped as claimed. Nonetheless, to employ holders shaped as claimed is 
deemed to be a mere substitution of equivalents (see MPEP 2144.06 SUBSTITUTING 
EQUIVALENTS KNOWN FOR THE SAME PURPOSE). 

5. Claims 64-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either Morici or Anderson et al. in view of either Christian (U. S. Pat. No. 2,322, 417) or 
Boehnke (U. S. Pat. Mo. 1,765,647). 

Claim 64 defines over Morici or Anderson only in the recitation of the tank and delivery 
pump. The patents to Christian and Boehnke are cited disclosing the tank and pump as 
claimed. It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the device of either Morici or Anderson, to include a tank and pump as taught by 
either Christian or Boehnke, for the purpose of recycling the washing fluid. Re claim 65, 
Christian discloses the water determiner (56, 58). Re claim 66, Morici and Anderson, 
Christian and Boehnke disclose the nozzle. 

6. Claim 67 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over either 
Morici or Anderson et al. in view of either Cord et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 5,915,397) or Nolte 
(U. S. Pat. No. 3,056,414). 

Claim 67 defines over Morici or Anderson only in the recitation of the pressures and 
volumes as claimed. Cord (see title) and Nolte (as at 82, 84) disclose the pressures and 
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and volume as claimed. It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art only to modify the system of either Morici or Anderson to include the 
pressure and volumes as taught by either Cord or Nolte, for the purpose of efficiently 
cleaning the articles. 

7. Claims 70 and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over either Morici or Anderson et al. in view of either Smith (U. S. Pat. No. 3,797,744) or 
Roser (U. S. Pat. No. 3,297,257). 

Claim 70 defines over Morici or Anderson only in the recitation of the pressurizible 
chamber. Smith and Roser are cited disclosing the old and well-known arrangement of 
employing a pressurizable chamber for controlling fluid application for cleaning. It 
therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
device of either Morici or Anderson, to employ a pressurizable chamber as taught by 
either Roser of Smith, for the purpose of ensuring sufficient pressure of the washing 
fluid during cleaning. Re claim 71, Morici and Anderson discloses the chamber. 

8. Claim 73 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over either 
Morici or Anderson et al. in view of Bowman et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 3,297,257). 
3,297,257). 

Claim 73 defines over the applied prior art only in the recitation of the timer. Bowman 
(col. 4, line 75) disclose the timer. It therefore would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of either Morici or Anderson, to include a 
timer as taught by Bowman, for the purpose of preventing the wasteful use of washing 
fluid, and to control the system without active human process. 
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9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Campbell, Anderson*678, Morici'175, Castro, Casey et al., 
Kim, Swett, Carrie, Hirahara, Harlow, Hamm, Valerius, Jensen, and Berger et al., note 
the cleaning means. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1 :30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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